Basic Notes Concerning Historical Evidence of Jesus’
Physical Resurrection

Composed by Brad Lippincott from August 2009 — November 16" 2010.

The following are simply notes. Originally, this was designed for my own personal need for the
purpose of debating and presenting this material about the resurrection of Jesus Christ. For
others to understand the notes better, | have modified them so that they are more
understandable. These notes are not designed to be exhaustive, hence why they are simply
“notes ”. All the evidence of the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ is not in here. These notes
are designed to show the data that is accepted by the majority of scholarship; including liberal
scholars.

Why Defend the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ?

Romans 10:9 — that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Half of an individual’s salvation depends on an individual believing in the physical resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Most people already believe in god. The idea of showing that Jesus rose from the
dead is to prove that Jesus Christ is God and that faith in Jesus is backed up by historical
documentation and circumstances.

In history:

- you are looking for someone to be in the right time and the right place.

- You are looking for two or more independent sources. We have more than two
independent sources concerning the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have over
twenty five concerning Jesus outside the New Testament and over thirty independent
sources total.

- You want documentation as close to the event as possible. Interestingly the
documentation of Jesus and what occurred to him is actually closer to the event than most
historical sources (see chart below).

Minimal Facts that are Accepted by the Majority of Scholars
The majority of scholars agree on the following:

1) Jesus actually died on the cross and 2) was buried in a tomb. 3) The disciples were
extremely disillusioned and disconcerted by the death of Jesus, being bereft of all hope.
4) The same tomb in which Jesus was buried was found empty just a few days later,
probably with the grave clothes still inside. 5) The disciples were the recipients of several
experiences which they believed were resurrection appearances of Jesus. 6) Afterwards,
the disciples experienced a complete transformation, being willing to die for their new
faith. 7) The resultant preaching often took place in Jerusalem, the exact place where
Jesus was killed and buried. 8) This preaching led to the birth of the church, 9) featuring



Sunday as the most important day of worship, instead of Saturday. 10) Later, Paul was
converted to Christianity by means of an experience which he also believed was an
appearance of the risen Jesus."

Conclusion on Minimal Facts

If Scholars, who study these issues all of their life, believe some of these facts are true, they have reason
to accept these facts.

Documentation

We have 26,000 documents of the New Testament and many sources outside the Bible speaking
about the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. The surviving documentation that we have in the
21% century is very extensive. It is interesting to note that many documents were destroyed in
ancient libraries due to fire and war, and more documents were destroyed by the passage of time;
despite this we still have extensive documentation from ancient time periods that attest to the
existence, death, burial, and physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. No other ancient writer has
been written about as extensively as Jesus. No one other ancient figure has as much
documentation that attests to their teachings as compared to Jesus Christ.?

Samuel Byrskog, a professor of the University of Lund in writing about names being used as
part of eyewitness testimony for historical purposes states: “Bauckham’s bold use of names
is only a minor point of criticism. Other scholars will surely blame him for it, but he has no
doubt, in my opinion, showed that eyewitnesses existed, that they played an important role,
and that their names occasionally surface in the texts. The names give only a small
indication, however. Rather, the abundant evidence from the ancient historians coupled with
information concerning the Gospels from the early Fathers accumulates the impression that

the presence and influence of eyewitnesses in early Christianity is historically plausible”.?

! Gary Robert Habermas. Abstract: Resurrection of Jesus: A Rational Inquiry. Doctoral Dissertation
Submitted to Michigan State University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree Doctor of
Philosophy (1976), 315-316.

2 McDowell, Josh. The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1999),34-38,43.

¥ Samuel Bryskog, “The Eyewitnesses as Interpreters of the Past: Reflections on Richard Bauckham’s
Jesus and the Eyewitnesses” Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus, 6 (2008), 157-168. Bryskog in this article
is writing a peer review of Richard BAuckham’s work Jesus and the Eyewitnesses.



New Testament Documentation Evidence

Author Book Date Earliest Copies Time Gap | Number
Written of Copies
Homer lliad 800 B.C. c. 400 B.C. c. 400 years | 643
Herodotus History 480-425B.C. | c. A.D. 900 c. 1,350 yrs. | 8
Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. | c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. | 8
Plato 400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. | 7
Demosthenes 300 B.C. c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,400 yrs. | 200
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. | c. A.D.900 c. 1,000 yrs. | 10
Livy History of 59 B.C. — 4" cent. (partial) c. 400 yrs. |1 Partial
Rome A.D.17 mostly 10" cent. (partial) 19 copies
c. 1,000
Tacitus Annals A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,000 yrs. | 20
Pliny Natural A.D.61-113 |c. A.D. 850 c. 750 yrs. 7
Secundus History
New A.D.50-100 | c. 114 (Fragment) + 50 yrs. 5,366
Testaament c. 200 (books) 100 yrs. from
c. 250 (most of 150 yrs. A.D. 325
N.T.) or before.
c. 325 (complete 225 yrs.

N.T.)

Extant Greek Manuscripts

Michael Welte of the Institute for New Testament Studies located in Munster, Germany gives the
following data concerning the number of Greek New Testament manuscripts (see chart):’

109 Papyri
307 Uncials

2,860 minuscules
2,410 lectionaries

Subtotal Number of known Greek New Testament Manuscripts = 5,686.

* This chart and data is gathered from Josh McDowell. The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict
(Nashville:Thomas Nelson, 1999), 38. We can see that in comparison to other ancient material, the New Testament
has the largest number of ancient manuscripts closest to the occurrence of the actual event when compared to any
ancient event. The New Testament has the best ancient documentation compared to any other document and/or

event.

> McDowell, Josh. The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1999),36. Chart
and writings of Michael Welte is found on page 36. The information from page 36 is cited from Michael Welte who
published this data in August 1998. Michael Welte was a professor for New Testament Studies at Westfalische
Wilhelms-Universitat, Institut Fur Neutestamentliche Textforschung in Munster, Germany.




What is the sighificance of Papyri, {JnCials, Mihuscules, and [eCctioharies?

Papyri is the most ancient form of paper. It decomposes very easily and it is difficult for ink to
remain on this type of paper. Special care of Papyri documents must be performed to preserve
such documents. Our earliest manuscripts of the New Testament are copied on Papyri paper.
Scholars know that manuscripts written on Papyri contain a very early date.

Unicals is when the text copied is completely written in capital letters. Professional scribes
would copy material using all capital letters. This shows a very early date. Since professional
scribes would copy very carefully they are not only dated as early, but also as dependable
sources of material.

Minuscles is when all the text of Greek is copied in lower case letters. This is still old in date,
but not nearly as old as Uncials.

Lectionaries are basically parts of the Bible that are in text to be used in a worship service or
liturgy. With all the Lectionaries found, it still matches the content of copies of the Papyri,
Uncials, and Minuscle manuscripts showing that the data has not changed.

How Scholars Determine Date of Actual Manuscripts

Read this below sentence!!

THISISAREALLYWEIRDSENTENCETOREADWITHNOWORDSPACESANDINALL
CAPITALSBUTTHISWRITINGSTYLESHOWSANEARLIERDATE

When a scholar sees something like this on Papyrus and in an ancient language, automatically
they know it is from AD 150 at the latest or earlier.

But wait...there’s more!!l MahuscCript Evidence for Free ©

Manuscripts in Other Languages®

Latin Vulgate 10,000+ Ethiopic 2,000+
Slavic 4,101 Armenian 2,587
Syriac Pashetta 350+ Bohairic 100
Arabic 75 Old Latin 50
Anglo Saxon 7 Gothic 6
Sogdian 3 Old Syriac 2
Persian 2 Frankish 1

TOTAL 19,284+
TOTAL INCLUDING GREEK MANUSCRIPTS 24,970+

TOTAL # OF ALL MANUSCRIPTS, INCLUDING GREEK MANUSCRIPTS 24,970+

® 1bid., 34.




The following letters written by Paul the Apostle is fair game BECAUSE scholars do not
guestion Pauline authorship concerning Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians,

these listed source material from Paul, most scholars WILL NOT QUESTION YOU!! Use
this to your ad-van-tage. Seriously!!

What kind of resurrection was it? Was it spiritual or
physical?

We must remember that the earliest Christians were Jewish. Jewish beliefs are found in the Law,
Prophets, and Writings; more commonly called the Old Testament.

Scriptural evidence:

Job 19:25-26 — As for me, | know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand
on the earth. Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God.

Psalms 16:10-11 — For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy
One to undergo decay.’

Matthew 28:10 show that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary physically grabbed the feet of
Jesus and worshiped Him (Matthew 28:10).

Physical Evidence

- Jesus’ body was not anywhere to be found showing that He rose physically from the
dead.

Pharisees, a sect of ancient Judaism, believed in the physical resurrection from the dead. Since
the Apostle Paul was a Pharisee, he too would only accept a physical resurrection from the
dead, not a spiritual one.
“Pharisees exercised great control over much of the population”.8

- Pharisees “had a firm belief in life beyond the grave and a resurrection of the body”.9
- The Apostle Paul was a Pharisee according to Philippians 3:5.%°
- The Apostle Paul being a Pharisee would only accept a physical resurrection of the dead.
- The Apostle Paul admits that he saw Jesus Christ with a Spiritual Body (c®pa

nvevpotikOv) in 1 Corinthians 15:44. A Spiritual Body is both a body and a Spirit

" The “Holy One” is a reference to the Messiah.
8 Butler, Trent C. The lllustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville: Holman Reference, 2003), 916.
9 -
Ibid., 917.
19 philippians 3:5 — This is a passage where the Apostle Paul admits that he was a Pharisee who comes from
the tribe of Benjamin.



simultaneously. One can walk through walls with a spiritual body, but yet be held by
others.

Evidence # 1 — Jesus Existed and Died: Attestation from extra-Biblical Evidence
Extra-Biblical Christian Sources
Polycarp

“For they loved not this present world, but Him who died for us, and for our sakes was raised
again by God from the dead.”™!

Clement of Rome

“Let us consider, beloved, how the Master showeth to us continually the resurrection that is
about to be, of which he hath made our Lord Jesus Christ the first fruit, having raised him from
the dead.”*

“They, therefore, having received the promises, having been fully persuaded by the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and having been confirmed by the word of God, with the full
persuasiolr; of the Holy Spirit, went forth preaching the good tidings that the kingdom of God was
at hand”.

Polycarp (A.D. 107), Ingnatius (A.D. 110), and many others attest to the fact that Jesus Christ
rose physically from the dead.**

Jewish Sources

The Talmud

What is the Talmud?

“The Jews handed down a large amount of oral tradition from generation to generation. This
material was organized according to subject matter by Rabbi Akiba before his death in AD 135.
His work was then revised by his student, Rabbi Meir. The project was completed about AD 200

by Rabbi Judah and is known as the Mishnah. Ancient commentary on the Mishnah was called
the Gemaras. The combination of the Mishnah and the Gemaras form the Talmud.”*®

' polycarp: Polycarp to the Philippians, Chapter 1X. This letter ranges in date from A.D.110-140. Source
can be found from: http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/

2" Clement of Rome: The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (translated by Chalres H. Hoole,
1885), 24:1. This epistle ranges in date from A.D. 80-140. Source can be found from:
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/

" Ibid., 42:3.

¥ \www.garyhabermas.com . Found under videos, “The Evidence for the Historical Jesus Originally
presented by the John Ankerberg Television Program”.

1> Habermas, The Historical Jesus, 202.



Concerning the Talmud and Jesus, Habermas writes: “It would be expected that the most reliable
information about Jesus from the Talmud would come from the earliest period of compilation —
AD 70 to 200, known as the Tannaitic period. A very significant quotation is found in Sanhedrin
43a, dating from just this early period.”*® The following is what the Talmud states about Jesus

Christ:

On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took
place, a herald went forth and cried, “He is going forth to be stoned because he has
practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Anyone who can say anything in his
favour, let him come forward and plead on his behalf.” But since nothing was brought
forward in his favour he was hanged on the eve of the Passover!*’

To understand the significance of the Talmud mentioning Jesus, please remember that
most Jewish people do not believe that Jesus is the Messiah, nor raised from the dead.

At a Minimum the following facts can be ascertained by the Talmud:

1.
2.

3.

The Jewish writers of the Talmud admit that Jesus is a historical person.

The Jewish writers of the Talmud twice admit that Jesus was crucified on the eve of
Passover.

The Jewish writers of the Talmud admit that Jesus had some sort of power as is denoted
by their use of the term “sorcery”.

The Jewish writers of the Talmud admit that Jesus had a teaching that was convincing to
many other Jews. This is denoted by the phrase in the quoted part of the Talmud above:
“enticed Israel to apostasy”.

Additional data that can be gathered from the Talmud concerning Jesus includes:

The word “hanged” is used to describe crucifixion. This terminology is shared in the
Apostle Paul’s writings. The Apostle Paul uses the term “hanged” to also describe
crucifixion in Galatians 3:13. This terminology shows that Paul the Apostle and this data
from the Talmud share the same cultural understandings of crucifixion.

Forty days before Jesus was crucified, it was announced that Jesus was to be executed by
stoning. Stoning in ancient Jewish culture was a typical practice. This can additionally be
seen in the Gospel accounts of John on two separate occasions (John 8:58-59; 10:31-33,
39), and in the book of Acts 7:59. '8

'® Habermas, The Historical Jesus, 202-203.
7 Concerning this citation Habermas writes in the footnotes: “this quotation was taken from the reading in

The Babylonian Talmud, transl. by I. Epstein (London: Soncino, 1935), vol. Ill, Sanhedrin 43a, p. 281. This material
is found under Habermas, The Historical Jesus, 202-203.

18 bid., 203.



7.

It is very odd that Jesus was crucified instead of being stoned. The Romans were the only
ones with the authority to crucify. A crucifixion required a Roman capital offense.
Sorcery and Jewish apostasy is not considered a capital offense under Roman law for
there is no other record showing that people got crucified for such practices. The Jews in
Jesus’ time could have stoned Jesus, and that was their intent according to this document
from the Talmud, but somehow Rome was able to crucify Jesus. Interestingly, it is
written in the Old Testament that the Messiah will be crucified (See Psalms 22, Isa 53,
Zechariah 12).

Non-Christian Sources

Tacitus

“Cornelius Tacitus (ca. AD 55 — 120) was a Roman historian who lived through the reigns of
over a half dozen Roman emperors. He has been called the ‘greatest historian’ of ancient Rome,
an individual generally acknowledged among scholars for his moral ‘integrity and essential
goodness.”” Tacitus is best known for his two works: the Annals and the Histories. *°

The following is a writing of Tacitus from the Annals which was composed around AD 115. The
context of the following text concerns Tacitus recounting the great fire of Rome that occurred
during the reign of Emperor Nero in the AD 60s.

Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a
most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in
Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and
shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular.

Conclusions about Tacitus writing from the Annals

In referring to the origins of Christianity in Judaea, Tacitus calls the beliefs of the
Christians “evil”, and yet, he still admits the following:

1.

ok~

Tacitus writes that people who are believers of Jesus Christ are called “Christians
by the populace”, showing that the believers of Jesus Christ were called Christians
at least since the AD 60s, believers of Jesus did not coin the term “Christians”.
These Christians are present in Rome during the reign of Nero in the 60s; when the
great fire of Rome occurred. (Emperor Nero reigned from AD 54 — 68).

Christus is described as an actual person. (The name Christus is the Latin word for
Christ. “Christ” is Greek, “Christus” is Latin).

Christus is the person where the term “Christians” comes from.

Christus was put to death as is explained by the term “suffered the extreme
penalty”, shows that Christius was crucified by orders of Pontius Pilatus.

19 1bid., 187.



6. Christus was put to death when Emperor Tiberius was reigning. Emperor Tiberius
reigned from AD 14 — 37. Emperor Tiberius is listed as the Emperor in the Biblical
texts.

7. Christus was put to death under “Pontius Pilatus” (Latin name), under whom the
Biblical accounts agree.

8. The “mischievous superstition” is thought to be an inadvertent reference to the
resurrection of Jesus Christ showing that this is what the early Christians believed.
Scholars such as J.N.D. Anderson hold to this view.?

9. The “mischievous superstition” appears to be the main driving point of the
Christians.

10. The “mischievous superstition” had its origins in Judaea.

11. A lot of what Tacitus mentions, lines up with the Gospel accounts.

Did Pontius Pilate Write a Letter to Emperor Tiberius?

There is actually a letter that Pontius Pilate probably wrote to Emperor Tiberius known as The
Acts of Pontius Pilate. The Acts of Pontius Pilate no longer exists, but we know of its existence
because another writer by the name of Justin Martyr writes about it in his letter known as his
First Apology;** which was addressed to Emperor Titus Zlius Adrianus Antoninus Pius
Augustus Caesar as is cited in the contents of the First Apology.*

All Roman documents are kept in two archives. One archive is called the Acta Senatus (Acts of
the Senate); this is like the C-Span of the Roman world. The Acta Senatus is simply an archive of
what haggened during the senate meetings. There is no known mention of Jesus in the Acta
Senatus.

The other archive in the Roman governmental records is called the Commentarii Principis. The
Commentarii Principis archive is “composed of the correspondence sent to the emperors from
various parts of the empire.”** Any report from Pontius Pilate written to Tiberius would be in the
Commentarii Principis. It is theorized, and probable, that the Acts of Pontius Pilot would be in
the Commentarii Principis.

0 Ibid., 189-190.

21 Justin Martyr wrote the First Apology in AD 150. When Justin wrote First Apology he is not apologizing
for anything like...I’m sorry for....By the word “Apology” Justin means he is writing a defense. In Greek culture a
defense was called an Apology.

% bid., 215-216.

% Ibid., 215-216.

* Ibid., 215.
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The following references are made to the Acts of Pontius Pilot in the First Apology (AD 150)
by Justin Martyr.?®

“And the expression, "They pierced my hands and my feet,” was used in reference to the nails of
the cross which were fixed in His hands and feet. And after He was crucified they cast lots upon
His vesture, and they that crucified Him parted it among them. And that these things did happen,
you can ascertain from the Acts of Pontius Pilate.”?®

This above quote shows that Jesus was crucified at the hands of Pontius Pilate, and that

J e s arwifixion was an unusual event for Pontius Pilate because Pilate did make an effort
to write about a specific crucifixion event that actually commonly occurred. Pontius Pilate
gave orders to crucify many people, why would he care enough about Jesus being crucified to
write about him? Pontius Pilate writing about Jesus shows further that Jesus was an actual
historical person and that He physically died by crucifixion.

“There are these words: "At His coming the lame shall leap, and the tongue of the stammerer
shall be clear speaking: the blind shall see, and the lepers shall be cleansed; and the dead shall
rise, an(217walk about." And that He did those things, you can learn from the Acts of Pontius
Pilate.”

This quote shows that Pontius Pilate believed that Jesus performed miracles.

Justin Marytr is trying to make Christianity look reasonable in the First Apology. Look at who
Justin Martyr is addressing his work First Apology: “To the Emperor Titus ZAlius Adrianus
Antoninus Pius Augustus Caesar, and to his son Verissimus the Philosopher, and to Lucius the
Philosopher, the natural son of Caesar, and the adopted son of Pius, a lover of learning, and to
the sacred Senate, with the whole People of the Romans.”? Basically Justin Martyr is writing to
the Roman Government. In his First Apology Justin is telling the Roman Government officials,
including the Emperor, that they can check what he is saying about Jesus in a work known as
The Acts of Pontius Pilate. Justin Martyr is egging on the Roman officials to check what he is
saying in their own government archives. This is evidence that this document likely existed if
Justin Martyr is confident enough to send a very serious letter with a reference that could easily
be looked up by any Roman official in, or near Rome. Rome was not a merciful people; you
don’t lie to the Roman emperor and his relatives and get away with it. Clearly, there was truth in
what Justin Maryter wrote concerning the Acts of Pontius Pilate.

As mentioned before the Acts of Pontius Pilot is very likely to have been a real document (not to
be confused with the forgery that we do have).

% Habermas, The Historical Jesus, 215. Date of Justin Martyr’s work First Apology is gathered from
Habermas book The Historical Jesus.

% Justin Martyr, First Apology (AD 150), Eng. trans. by Roberts-Donaldson. This quoted section comes
from the chapter in First Apology entitled: “Chapter XXXV- Other Fulfilled Prophecies”. First Apology by Justin
Martyr was found at: http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/justinmartyr-firstapology.htmi

27 Justin Martyr, First Apology (AD 150), Eng. trans. by Roberts-Donaldson. This quoted section comes
from the chapter in First Apology entitled: “Chapter XLVIII — Christ’s Work and Death Fore-told”. First Apology
by Justin Martyr was found at: http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/justinmartyr-firstapology.html

% Ibid., Introduction. This section quoted is directed to whom The First Apology was written.
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Evidence #2 — Jesus died physically on the cross.

With no physical death there is no physical resurrection. You cannot even claim that Jesus rose
from the dead if He was never dead in the first place.

Scholars conclude that Jesus either died of asphyxiation® or that He died of pulmonary
embolism.*

“After scourging, Jesus was forced to carry on his shoulders

the patibulum of the cross, which weighted 34 —57 kg ( 74 lbs — 125 Ibs) for 600 m (1,968 feet)
to the site of crucifixion [6]. This led to further dehydration and

exhaustion”.*!

- Scourging to the point of collapse or near death.

- The actual crucifixion

- The spear rupturing the pericardium (tissue which is a sac containing water). 3 The
pericardium being ruptured evidenced by water coming out of Jesus shows medical data
that it is possible for water to come out of an individual, in this case, Jesus Christ; thus
proving the Gospel account.

Even if Jesus lived they would not follow and die for someone who just survived; and then claim
that he rose from the dead, while suffering for their whole lives, and die for a lie.

The physical death of Jesus Christ by crucifixion is extraordinary important. You cannot have a
physical resurrection without a physical death.

2 William D. Edwards, Wesley J. Gabel, and Floyd E. Hosmer, “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ,”
Journal of the American Medical Association, 255.11 (21 March 1986): 1457

% B. Brenner “Did Jesus Christ die of Pulmonary embolism?,” Journal of Thrombosis & Haemostasis,
2005 ; 3:2130-1.

*! 1bid., 2130.

%2 Gary R. Habermas; Licona, Michael R. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2004), 102.
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Evidence #3 — The Apostle Paul - The skeptic

- Paul, who was killing and imprisoning Christians, certainly did not believe Jesus rose
from the dead; that is until Paul believed that He saw Jesus Christ risen from the dead.
Paul had a 180 degree turn around when he believed he saw the physically resurrected
Jesus.

- Paul left everything to follow Christ: his priestly position, wealth, and fame. Paul even
lost his life for proclaiming Jesus as Lord and physically risen from the dead.

- Paul claims to be an eyewitness of the resurrected Jesus.

- Paul experienced life change as a result of what he saw: the Jesus resurrected.

- Paul being in the right time and at the right place makes him a good witness in history.

Evidence #4 — (Apostle Paul) Early attestation of Resurrection Appearances. Right after
the event in AD 30. The earliest documented data showing Jesus rising from the dead!!

We can trace an oral creed in 1 Corinthians to AD 30

- Remember, Jesus was crucified and physically resurrected in AD 30.

-1 Corinthians was written in A.D. 55 by the Apostle Paul.®® Scholars across the board
agree that 1 Corinthians was written in AD 55; whether they are liberal or conservative in
their views. Check the research yourself if you don’t believe it.

- 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 is believed by the majority of scholars to be the writings of an oral
creed that was memorized by the earliest Christians. The creed has its origins somewhere
between AD 30 — AD 33; right after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:3-7 (New American Standard Bible)

3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but
some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James.

We know that 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 is an oral creed because:

1. “Paul Introduces it with the words received and delivered, which are technical rabbinic
terms indicating he’s passing along holy tradition.” Paul got this creed from somewhere
else; he received it from somewhere.

2. This creed was stylized in such a way to be memorized. The triple Hoti (“and that”)
appears three times. “And that” (xai Ot1) appears three times in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.
This triple hoti (Ot1) shows that this creed was stylized in such a way to be memorized.

¥ D.A. Carson, Moo, Douglas J. An Introduction to the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992),
447-448.
% Lee Strobel. The Case For Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998) 309.
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3. The text uses Cephas for Peter’s name which is his Aramaic name.*® This shows that the
creed has its origin in Judea. Paul writing to a Greek city like Corinth would normally
transliterate Cephas to Peter, but he didn’t.

4. “The creed uses several other primitive phrases that Paul would not customarily use, like
‘the twelve,” ‘the third day,” ‘he was raised’”.%®

As started above, this creed can be traced to the year A.D. 30. This creed as found in 1
Corinthians 15:3-7 shows that Christianity never evolved over time. Christianity started out with
amazing physical resurrection appearances of Jesus Christ in A.D. 30, within the same year that
He was crucified.

Free Nerdy Infomercial Moment

So....have you ever been minding your own business and someone cries and whines to you
and says “the Gospels are written so late” You can now respond and say “fear not. We do
not have to go the Gospels to speak about resurrection. We have a text that speaks about
resurrection no more than three years after Jesus’ crucifixion. But wait...there’s more.
This creed contains multiple eye witnesses. Plus...this creed is an independent source
outside of Paul. Paul agreeing with it makes it two independent sources”. Order Now!! We
do not take Master Card, cash, or sea shells. © All that is required is YOUR SOUL. Act

Fa.st' I (Offer Void if you take the mark of the beast by worshiping the false image)

How we know the Creed can be traced to A.D. 30

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:3: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received”. Paul got this information from somewhere else by saying he “received” it.

- The great majority of scholars agree that 1 Corinthians was written in A.D. 55 by the
Apostle Paul himself.

- Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 15:3 that he “delivered” this material that is in the creed.
When did Paul first deliver this material? Paul originally delivered this data, and creed, to
the Church of Corinth in A.D. 51 because that is the year Paul arrived at Corinth and
preached. Since Paul “received” this data as he explains, it means, Paul got this creed
somewhere else before A.D. 51.

- Where in the world did Paul “receive” this creed?
- Paul got this information two years after he became a Christian from the Apostle Peter
and James in A.D. 35 as can be gathered from Galatians 1:17-18.

Galatians 1:17-18 states: nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me;
but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus. Then three years later |
went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.”

* 1bid., 309.
% 1bid., 309.
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Notice the word “aquainted” in Galatians 1:18, some other translations will use the word “saw”.
The Greek word for “aquainted” is historeo (iotopéw) where you get the word “history”. This
word means exactly that, history. Historeé means to inquire of things. Paul was inquiring with
Peter about the resurrection. It was here that Paul got the creed in AD 35. Twenty years later,
Paul put this creed into writing.

- So where did the Apostle Peter and James get this data?

- Peter and James got this data sometime before AD 33 or even three months after Jesus
was crucified, and believed to be seen physically resurrected from the dead.

- Also remember it takes time for a creed to become established. Thus, it shows that the
facts of the creed were being circulated before the creed was shared to Paul the Apostle.
The facts of the creed is focused on the resurrection appearances of Jesus to multiple
witnesses.

This data 1) shows that the original teaching of the early Church is that Jesus Christ rose
from the dead 2) and that there were many witnesses to His resurrection starting in AD 30.
3). There are multiple sightings in multiple locations concerning Jesus’ physical resurrection.
4). This data contains showing more than two independent sources because it is an oral creed.
This data dramatically adds to the historical evidence showing that Jesus Christ rose
physically from the dead. 4). This creed is the earliest account of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ pre-dating Paul’s conversion (liberal scholars will agree with this by the way).

Evidence #5 — The skeptic James, brother of Jesus and unbeliever, believed he saw the
resurrected Jesus.

- James the brother of Jesus did not believe Jesus was the Messiah before the resurrection.

Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3 — shows that James is the brother of Jesus.

John 7:5 — The brothers of Jesus not believing in Him.

Galatians 1:19 — James is considered an Apostle showing he became a believer after the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Evidence #6 — The disciples had changed lives and the disciples were willing to die for what
they believed they saw.
- The disciples were willing to die for their faith with nothing to gain.

“The disciples’ willingness to suffer and die for their beliefs indicates that they certainly
regarded those beliefs as true”®’

3 1bid., 59.
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The following writers/works show that the disciples were willing to die for what they believed

Luke who wrote Acts

Clement of Rome

Polycarp

Ignatius

Tertullian

Origen

Eusebius who quotes Dionysius of Corinth

The disciples sincerely believed they saw Jesus Christ raised physically from the dead.

- Especially the Apostle Paul who had everything being a Pharisee. Paul as a Pharisee had
wealth, and fame and he lost it all including his life because he was proclaiming that
Jesus Christ is the only way to have forgiveness of sin, that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead, and lives forever. The Apostle Paul lost his fame as a Pharisee by preaching Christ.
Paul lost his wealth he had from being a Pharisee when he started to preach Christ.

- All the apostles were killed for what they believed except for John the Apostle.

- The apostles did not just die for what they believed; they died for what they believed they
saw.

Evidence #7 — The preaching started in Jerusalem

This is significant because Jesus was crucified and died in Jerusalem. If you were to make up a
lie about Jesus rising physically from the dead, you do not make up a lie in the city where Jesus
died and was buried because the entire local populace can go check out the tomb for themselves
to see if they can find a body or if it is empty. The body of Jesus Christ was never found by
anyone. The tomb was found to be empty. This further adds to the historical probability that
Jesus Christ rose physically from the dead because it is ludicrous to start a lie, or rumor in a
small city where the events of Jesus’ crucifixion and death occurred.

Additionally, the local populace of Jerusalem could interview those who have claimed to have
seen the risen Jesus. The result is that the apostles were found to be believable by the local
populace of Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified and buried. We know that the Apostles were
believed because there was rapid growth of the early church in Jerusalem.

Evidence #8 — The rapid growth of the church

We know that the local populace of Jerusalem believed Jesus rose from the dead due to the rapid
growth of the early church from Jerusalem. This further adds to the historical probability that
Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead.

The local populace of Jerusalem believed that Jesus rose from the dead. See Acts 2:37-41 where
3,000 Jewish people became some of the first Christians. See Acts 5:14.
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Evidence #9 — Sunday Worship
The ancient Jews approved of a Sunday Worship.

The Lord’s Day is Sunday, and is when Christians, including Jewish Christians worshiped. In
Scripture it is when Christian’s met and took collections (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-12).

Acts 20:7 shows Paul the Apostle, who is also Jewish, had a fellowship meeting on the first day
of the week that included the breaking of bread, and where he delivered a message.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 shows money was dealt with on the first day of the week.
Revelation 1:10 is when John the Apostle started to have his vision on the Lord’s Day.

No Jewish apostle ever spoke against Sunday worship; keep in mind the early church had many
Jewish adherents who take a Saturday Sabbath extremely seriously; but the Jewish Christians
also worshiped on Sunday. The reason why Sunday was a day of worship for the earliest
Christians was that it was a day to commemorate the day that Jesus Christ rose physically from
the dead.

Evidence #10 — The women (saw the resurrected Jesus in all four gospel accounts)

Women in ancient times were not believable in the court of law. If one was to make up a lie
about Jesus rising from the dead, you do not use the women to make up a case. The fact that the
women are used as witnesses shows the truthfulness of what the Apostles believed what really
happened.

In ancient Rome and the middle east, it was very problematic to use women as primary
witnesses. Consider the below:

“But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the levity and boldness of their
sex, nor let servants be admitted to give testimony on account of the ignobility of their soul;
since it is probable that they may not speak truth, either out of hope of gain, or fear of
punishment. (Josephus, Antiquities 4.8.15).%

“Any evidence which a woman [gives] is not valid (to offer), also they are not valid to offer. This
is equivalent to saying that one who is Rabbinically accounted a robber is qualified to give the
same evidence as a woman.” (Talmud, Rosh Hashannah 1:8).39

% Gary R. Habermas; Licona, Michael R. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2004), 72. Cited from Josephus, The Life and Works of Flavius Josephus, William Whiston, ed. And
trans. (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1987).

¥ Gary R. Habermas; Licona, Michael R. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2004), 72. Cited from the Talmus, Rosh Hashannah.
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Habermas and Licona write: “According to the statement in Rosh Hashannah, a woman’s
testimony was given the same regard as that of a robber.”*°

“Roman historian Suetonius (c. A.D. 115) writes of Caesar Augustus who was emperor at the
time of Jesus’ birth through A.D. 147

Whereas men and women had hitherto always sat together, Augustus confined women to
the back rows even at gladiatorial shows: the only ones exempt from this rule being the
Vestal Virgins, for whom separate accommodation was provided, facing the praetor’s
tribunal. No women at all were allowed to witness the athletic contests; indeed, when the
audience clamoured at the Games for a special boxing match to celebrate his appointment
as Chief Priest, Augustus postponed this until early the next morning, and issued a
proclamation to the effect that it was the Chief Priest’s desire that women should not
attend the Theatre before ten o’clock.*?

A Small Study: The Women as Witnesses of Jesus’ empty tomb, and the risen Jesus in the
four Gospel accounts.

The Women are witnesses of the empty tomb in all four Gospel accounts and are the first to
know that He has risen from the dead (in all four Gospel accounts).

Gospel account of Matthew — Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were informed that Jesus
Christ is risen (Mt. 28:6), the two women saw the empty tomb (Mt 28:6), and the two women
physically grabbed the feet of Jesus (Mt 28:10).

Gospel account of Mark — Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome saw that the
tomb was empty (Mk 16:5-6). These three women are told that they will see Jesus (Mk 16:7).

Gospel account of Luke — Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women ( Lk 24:10) saw that the tomb was empty (Lk 24:3), although the women in Luke’s
account were told that the tomb was empty because Jesus rose from the dead (Lk 24: 5-9). Jesus
did not appear to the women. Interesting note: the disciples did not believe the women at first as
extra biblical accounts agree is likely to occur (Lk 24:11).

%0 Gary R. Habermas; Licona, Michael R. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2004), 72.

“Gary R. Habermas; Licona, Michael R. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2004) 72-73.

%2 Gary R. Habermas; Licona, Michael R. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 2004), 72-73. Cited from Gaius Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, Augustus 44, Robert Graves, trans.
(New York: Penguin, 1989), 80. This quote was originally writen by the Roman historian Suetonius (c. A.D. 115)
where he is writing about Caesar Augustus. Ceasar Augustus was emperor from the time of Jesus’ birth through
AD. 14.
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Gospel account of John — Mary Magdalene is the woman who is accounted as seeing the tomb of
Jesus as empty (Jn 20:2, 11-12), and Mary Magdalene sees Jesus (Jn 20:15-16, 18), Mary
Magdalene physically touches Jesus (Jn 20:17).

In all four Gospel accounts we see that the women are witness to the empty tomb. We see that
in two of the Gospel accounts Jesus is physically touched by the women. We see that in two of
the Gospel accounts the women physically saw Jesus.

Conclusion: 1. In ancient culture, according to the traditions of Judiasm and Roman culture,
women are not considered to be credible witnesses. 2. If women are not credible witnesses, they
are not the people you want to use to build a case to convince people of anything 3. Despite the
cultural backlash, the Gospel accounts use the women as primary witnesses to the empty tomb. 4.
Despite the cultural backlash, the Gospel accounts use the women as primary witnesses as to
knowing that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 5. The women being used as primary witnesses
to the empty tomb and to the resurrected Jesus is not the way in that culture to convince
people...unless...it really occurred. 6. In that culture, if you are to make up a lie about Jesus
resurrecting from the dead, or any other lie, you would use men as your primary witnesses and
make the men look strong, not weak like the disciples and make the women look strong (See
above quotes on what the ancient culture thought of women) 7. The fact that the women are used
as primary witnesses to the empty tomb not only points to the honesty of the Gospel writers, but
it shows the honesty that the women did in fact see an empty tomb, and that they believed they
saw and touched the risen Jesus.
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How do we now use the above evidence
that Jesus rose physically from the dead?

All scholars agree that the apostles and many others thought they saw Jesus physically
resurrected from the dead. So how do we go from thought they saw to ....they really saw Jesus
physically resurrected from the dead? The answer is Naturalistic theories. If there are no
adequate Naturalistic theories to unify all of the data, then the Resurrection really happened.

Thought they saw + No natural explanation to unify above data = The disciples really
did see Jesus
Physically resurrected

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the simplest explanation to all of the data. Any
objections need to be backed by evidence. Objections with no evidence is simply a
denial.



